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Abstract

The study of chromatically unique graphs has been drawing much
attention and many results are surveyed in [4, 12, 13]. The notion
of adjoint polynomials of graphs was first introduced and applied to
the study of the chromaticity of the complements of the graphs by
Liu [17] (see also [4]). Two invariants for adjoint equivalent graphs
that have been employed successfully to determine chromatic unique
graphs were introduced by Liu [17] and Dong et al. [4] respectively.
In the paper, we shall utilize, among other things, these two invari-
ants to investigate the chromaticity of the complement of the tadpole
graphs C, (Py,), the graph obtained from a path P, and a cycle C,,
by identifying a pendant vertex of the path with a vertex of the cy-
cle. Let G stand for the complement of a graph G. We prove the
following results:

1. The graph C—1(P») is chromatically unique if and only if n # 5, 7.

2. Almost every C,(Pp) is not chromatically unique, where n > 4
and m > 2.
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1 Introduction

All graphs considered here are finite and simple. Undefined notation and
terminology will conform to that in [2]. For a graph G, let G, V(G), E(G),
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X(G), P(G,)\) and o(G,x) be, respectively, the complement, vertex set,
edge set, chromatic number, chromatic polynomial and o-polynomial of G.

A partition {4y, A, -+, Ax} of V(G), where k is a positive integer,
is called a k-independent partition of a graph G if each A; is a nonempty
independent set of G. Let a(G, k) denote the number of k-independent
partitions of G. Then

p P
P(G,\) = Z a(G,k)(N) and o(G,x) = Z a(G, k)X,
= k=x(G)

where [V(G)| =p, Mg =AXA—=1)---(A—k+1) (see [14, 21]).

Two graphs G and H are said to be chromatically equivalent (or simply
X-equivalent), denoted by G ~ H, if P(G,\) = P(H,\). A graph G is
chromatically unique or in short y-unique if H =2 G whenever G ~ H.
The questions on chromatic equivalence and uniqueness are said to be the
chromaticity problem of graphs. See [21] and [4, 12, 13, 24] for details on
chromatic polynomials and the chromaticity of graphs respectively.

Let G be a graph of order p. An ideal subgraph of a graph G is a
spanning subgraph of G whose components are all complete graphs. Let
N(G, k) denote the number of ideal subgraphs with & components. Note
that N(G, k) = a(G, k), where k is a positive integer. The adjoint polyno-
mial of a graph G is defined as follows [4, 17, 22]:

WG, z) = N(G, k)a*.

k=1
Two graphs G and H are said to be adjointly equivalent, denoted by G L H ,
if h(G,z) = h(H,z). A graph G is said to be adjointly unique if H =

G whenever H 2 G. The following two results follow directly from the
definitions of P(G, \), h(G, ), and o(G, z).

Theorem 1.1. ([4, 17])

1) G ~H if and only if G ~ H.

(2) G is x-unique if and only if G is adjointly unique.
Theorem 1.2. ([6, 17]) h(G,z) = 2X(@ o (G, z).

In what follows we will write hy (G, z) = o(G, x).

Remark 1.1. E.J. Farrell [9, 10] studied the relations between chromatic,
adjoint, clique, matching, o-polynomials and uniquely colourable graphs.
For details we refer the readers to see his papers.
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Definition 1.1. The adjoint roots (simply adj-roots) of a graph G are the
roots of its adjoint polynomial.

Let G be a graph of order p(G) = p and size ¢(G) = ¢. For convenience,
we simply denote h(G,z) by h(G) and hi(G,x) by hi(G). By B(G) we
denote the smallest real adj-root of h(G). For each v € G, let dg(v), or
simply d(v), be the degree of v in G. For two graphs G and H, G|JH
denotes the disjoint union of G and H, and mH stands for the disjoint
union of m copies of H. By K,, and K; ,_; respectively, we denote the
complete graph and star with order n. Let ng(K3) and ng(K4) denote
the number of subgraphs in G isomorphic to K3 and K4, respectively. Let

g(@)|f(z)(resp. g(x) 1 f(x)) denote g(x) divides f(x)(resp. g(z) does not
divide f(x)) on the rational field and 9(f(z)) denotes the degree of f(x).

The notion of y-unique graphs was first introduced by Chao et al. [3].
By (2) of Theorem 2.1, we know that the goal of searching for the y-unique
graphs can be realized by looking for adjointly unique graphs. In order to
search for them, it is very helpful to find as many as possible necessary
conditions for two graphs to be adjointly equivalent. A quantity ((G) is
called an invariant for adjointly equivalent graphs (or adj-invariant in short)
if h(G,x) = h(H,z) implies the ((G) = ((H), where G and H are graphs
[4].

Some researchers, such as Du [8] and Li and Whitehead [15], have used
o-polynomials to study the chromaticity of some dense graphs, but one
disadvantage is that o(G, x) does not determine the order of G. This can
be seen from the fact that o(G,x) = o(G|mK,) for any integer m > 1.
The adjoint polynomial does not have this fault, and it contains all the
information that the o-polynomial has. Hence in this paper we shall use
adjoint polynomials rather than o-polynomials.

Now we define some classes of graphs which will be used throughout the
paper.

(1) Cp (resp. P,) denotes the cycle (resp. the path) of order p, and we
write C = {Cp|p>3}, P = {Pp|p>2} and U = {U1,1,41,1]t>1}.

(2) D,p(p>4) denotes the graph obtained from C3 and P,_, by identi-
fying a vertex C3 with a pendant vertex of P,_s.

(3) 11,1515 is the tree with a vertex v of degree 3 such that Tj, ;, 1, —
v = P,UP,UP, and I3 > lo > l;, write 71 = {T11,,|ls>1) and T =
{ﬂ17l27l3|(ll7 la, 13)7é(17 L 1)}

(4) 9 = {Cp, Dy, K1, Th 1y 1aln > 4, 13 > 1o > 1y > 1},

(5) £ ={Cr(Ps), Qr.s, Brs,ts Fp, Ur s ta,6, Ki }-

(6) ¥ = {vp, 05,0 (r, 5),0,(r, 5), 0 (v, 5, 1), ¥ ).
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Some of the graphs with orders n used in the paper are shown in Table 1.
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Table 1

The organization of the paper is the following. In Section 2 we introduce
some basic lemmas and results of adjoint polynomials, such as the first
character and the second character of a graph, the smallest real adj-roots
and the divisibility of adjoint polynomials and so on. In Section 3, by
making use of these algebraic properties of adjoint polynomials, we research
into the chromaticity of the complement of the tadpole Cy,(P,,), the graph
obtained from a path P,, and a cycle C),, by identifying a pendant vertex
of the path P, with a vertex of the cycle C,,, where n > 4 and m > 2.
Finally in Section 4 we give a conjecture for the chromaticity of C,,(P,,—1).

2 Some Algebraic Properties of Adjoint
Polynomials

For an edge e = wvyvy of a graph G, the graph Gxe is defined as fol-
lows: the vertex set of Gxe is (V(G) — {v1,v2})U{v}, where v¢V(G),
and the edge set of Gxe is {€¢'|e € E(G), € is not incident with v; or
vo HUJ{uv|u€Ng (v1)(\Ng(v2) }, where N (v) is the set of vertices of G which
are adjacent to v.
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Lemma 2.1 ([4, 17]). Let G be a graph with e€E(G). Then
hG,z) = h(G —e,x) + h(Gxe, z),
In particular, if e = uwv € E(G) is not an edge of any triangle of G, then
hG,z) = h(G — e, x) + zh(G — {u,v}, ),

where G — e and G — {u,v} are, respectively, the graphs obtained from G
by deleting the edge e and deleting the vertices u,v and their incident edges
in G.
Lemma 2.2 ([17]).
(1) For n>3, h(P,) = x(h(Ph—1) + h(Pp—2))-
(2) For n>6, h(Cp) = z(h(Cph—1) + h(Cr—_2)).
Theorem 2.1.
(1) Forn>4, m>1, h(Cp(Pp)) = A(Pr—1)h(Pm)+22h(Pp—2)h(Pr—1).
(2) For n>4 and m>3, h(Cy(Pp,)) = MCry1(Pn-1)).
(8) For n>6 and m>2, h(C,(Pp,)) = z(h(Cp_1(Pp)) + h(Cp—2(Pp,)).
(4) h(Cy(P,)) = h(K, UK1), h(Cs(P2)) = h(B(2,1,1)),
h(Ca(P3)) = h(Q1,2)-
Proof.

(1) Choosing v; on the path joining to w; such that d(u;) = 3 and
d(v1) = 2, we have, by Lemma 2.1, that

hCn(Pm)) = h(Ppm-1)h(Cy) + zh(Py—2)h(Pp_1). (2.1)
Let e5 € E(Cy,), it follows, from Lemma 2.1, that
MCp) = h(P,) + zh(P,_5). (2.2)

Combining (2.1) and (2.2), we obtain, together with (1) of Lemma 2.2, that

MCn(Pr)) = h(Pm-1)h(Cpn) + 2h(Pp—2)h(Pn-1)
= h(Pp-1)(h(Pn) + zh(Py—2)) + zh(Pp—2)h(Pp-1)
= h(Pm-1)(@h(Pr—1) + 2h(Pr—2)) + h(Prm—1)h(Pp—2)
+zh(Pp—2)h(Pn—1)
h(Pp-1)(@h(Pp—1) + h(Pp—2)) + 22h(Pr—1)h(FPp-2)
h(Pp—1)h(Pp) + 2xh(Pp—2)h(Pm—1).

(2) Assertion (2) follows directly from (1).
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(3) By using (2.1) and Lemma 2.2, we arrive at

MCn(Pr)) = h(Prn—1)h(Cn) + zh(Pr—2)h(FPp-1)
= h(Pn-1)(@h(Cn-1) + 2h(Cn—2)) + ah(Prn—2))(xh(Pn—2)
+xh(Pn—3))
= @(h(Pn-1)h(Cn-1) + h(Pp—2)h(Pn—2))
+a(h(Prn-1)(Cn—2) + (P —2)h(Pr-3))
= 2(M(Crn1(Pm)) + M(Cp—2(Ppn)))

(4) Part (4) can be similarly proved. O

Lemma 2.3 ([4, 17]). Let G be a graph with p vertices and q edges. Let M
denote the set of vertices of the triangles in G and M (i) denote the number

of triangles which cover the vertex i in G. If the degree sequence of G is
(dl, d2, cee 7dn), then

(1) N(G,p) =1, N(G,p— 1) =q;

(2) N(G,p—2) = (') — 5 X0_; & +na(Ks);

(3) N(G,p=3) = %(q2+3q+4)_%22?:16[12+§Zi:1d?+zz‘jeE(G)didj_
2ienM(@)di + (¢ + 2)ne (Ks) + na(Ky).

We next define two invariants for adjoint equivalent graphs.

Definition 2.1([5, 18]). Let G be a graph with p vertices and ¢ edges.
Let b;(G) = N(G,p —1) for i = 1,2, 3.
The first character of G is defined as
0 if ¢ = 0;
G) = ’
R (©) { ba(G) — ("D +1 ifg> 0.

The second character of G is defined as

1a(@) = (&) - (") = () - 2) (mie) - (")) - mico

Remark 2.1. It deserves to be pointed out that the parameter 7(G) =
N(G,n —2) — (m? — 3m)/2, defined by Du [8] independently, is in fact the
same as R (G). Very good work was done by Du [7] and Mao [19], respec-
tively, who used a recursive method to construct graphs with R;(G) = i
for i <1 and Ry(G) = j for j > —2.

Lemma 2.4 ([5, 18]). Let G be a gmph with k components G1,Gs,...,Gy.
k
Then W(G) =[] _ 1(G:) and R;(G }: R;(Gy) for j=1,2.

By the definition of adjoint polynomial, Theorem 1.2 and Lemma 2.3,
we state some adj-invariants in the following theorem.
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Theorem 2.2. Let G and H be graphs such that H % G. Then

(1) N(G,k) = N(H, k), where k is a non-negative integer.

(2) V(@) = [V(H)| and |E(G)| = |E(H)|.

(3) RZ(G) = RZ(H) fOT’i = 1,2

(4) B(6) = B(H)

(5) x(@ = x(@). O
Remark 2.2. The first four conclusions also hold for hi(G) = hi(H) (see
Theorem 1.2).
Lemma 2.5([7, 17]). Let G be a nontrivial connected graph with p vertices
and q edges.

(1) Ri(G) <1, and the equality holds iff G = P, (p>2) or G = K3.

(2) Ri(G) =0 iff Ge.

(3) R1(G) = -1 iff G €&. In particular, R1(G) = —1 and
Ge{Fpln=6}U{K,} iff q=p+1.

4) jRi(G)=—-2 iff Geyp forq=p+1and G= K, forq=p+2.
Lemma 2.6 ([11]). For k > 0, let G*=%) denote the union of the com-

ponents of G, whose first character is —k, and s, denote the number of
components of G=F).

(1) If k € {0,1,2}, then g(GR) —p(G(—F)) < ks, with equality holding
iff ¢(X) — p(X) =k for each component X of G(=%),

(2) If k = 3, then q(GF) — p(G=F) < 25, with equality holding iff
q(X) — p(X) =2 for each component G,

Some alternative formulas for computing Ry (G) are given by Dong et
al. [4], we prefer the one below.
Lemma 2.7 ([4]). Let G be a graph with p vertices and q edges. Then
Ry(G) =
4q - 9 1 £ 3 ,
3 - 2;di +3 ;di + > didyj+ > M(i)d; + Ang(Ks) + ne(Ky),

ijE€E(G) ieM
where the notation has the same meaning as in Lemma 2.3.

Lemma 2.8 ([19]). If G € nU{ P}, then —1 < Ry(G) < 2.
In particular,
(1) R2(G) = =1 iff G € {Ti11, P2}
(2) R2(G) =0 iff Ge{Cpn,Ds, K1, Th 1,40 > 4,13 > 2}
(3) R2(G) =1 iff Ge{T11,.,ll3 > 12 > 2 U{Dp|n > 5}.
(4) R2(G) =2 iff G e {11, 1,15lls > 12 > 13 > 2}.
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By Lemma 2.4 and straightforward calculation, in the next lemma we
classify the graphs in £ by the second character and give the lower and
upper bounds for Ry(G), where G € ¢ |J{K4}.

Lemma 2.9. Let G be a graph such that G € ¥ | J{K4}, then 7 < Ro(G) <
10; if G € £ —{Urs,t.apt, then 3 < Ro(G) < 6. In particular,

(1) RQ(G) =3 ’Lﬁ Ge {K4_7B7-7171,Q1,1|’I" > 2} U{OT(P2)|T > 4}

(2) R2(G) =4 iff

G S {CT‘(P)S)a FTL|T Z 4; S 2 3; n Z 7} U{Bl,1,17 BT‘,l,ta Ql,s|’r7 S7t Z 2}

(3) RQ(G) =5 Z,ﬁc Ge {Bl,l,ta BT,s,tv QT‘,sa F6|Ta Sat 2 2}

(4) R2(G) =6 iff Ge{Bisqls,t>2}. O

Now, we discuss the smallest real adj-roots of adjoint polynomials, which

play an important role in studying the chromaticity of graphs.

Lemma 2.10 ([23]). Let fi(x), fo(x) and f5(x) be polynomials with real
positive coefficients. If fs(x) = fa(z) + fi(z), Ofs(x) — dfi(x) = 1(mod2)
and By < B1, then f3(x) has at least one real root such that B3<fBs, where
Bi denotes the smallest real root of f;(x) (1 =1,2,3).
Lemma 2.11 ([24]).

(1) Forn >8 and r > 6,

B(Cn-1(P2)) < B(Cs(P2)) = B(B(2,1,1)) < B(B(3,1,1))
< B(B(4,1,1)) < B(B(5,1,1)) = B(C5(F2)) < B(B(r, 1,1
(2) Forn >10,12 <r <16 and m > 18,
B(Fs) < B(Fr) < B(Fy) < B(Cr-1(P2)) < B(Cs(F2))
= B(Fy) < B(C7(Pz)) < B(F10) < B(F11)
= B(Cs(P2)) < B(Fr) < B(Cs5(P2)) = B(Fi7) < B(Fn) < B(Ca(P2)).

(3) Forr>2,m>6 and m >4,

B(Fn) < B(Fn+1) < B(Dm>7
B(B(r—1,1,1)) < (B(r,1,1)) < B(Dm)-

Note, the coefficients of an adjoint polynomial of a graph G are positive
and the constant term is zero, so all real adj-roots of G are non-positive.
The following lemma characterizes the graphs whose smallest real adj-root
is in the interval [-4,0].

Lemma 2.12 ([24]). Let G be a connected graph. Then
(1) B(G) = —4 iff

G € {Ti25 To22 T3 Kia,Ca(P2), Qr1, Ky, Ds} U
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(2) 4 <B(G) <0 iff
Ge{k Tipi(2<i<4),Da<i<nJPJeUT.

(3) If H is a proper subgraph of G, then 5(G) < S(H).
Theorem 2.3.

(1) Forn>3 and m > 2, B(C,(Pn)) < B(Cn(Pm-1)).

(2) Forn >5 and m > 4, B(Cp_1(P2) < B(Dy,) with equality holding
if and only if n =5 and m = 4.

(8) Form >2 andn > 5, B(Cp(Pn)) < B(Cn—1(Pn)).

(4) Forn > 5, B(Cr-1(P2)) < B(Q1,1) with equality holding if and only
ifn=>5.

Proof.

(1) It is evident that C,,(Py,—1) is a proper subgraph of C,,(P,,), which
results in S(C,(P,)) < B(Cn(Pm-1)) by (3) of Lemma 2.11.

(2) In view of (2) and (3) of Lemma 2.11, together with (1) of Lemma
2.12, the result obviously holds.

(3) We prove B(Cp(Pn)) < B(Cp-1(Pm)) by induction on n + m.
From the condition of (3), it follows that min{n + m} = 7, which leads
tom = 2 and n = 5. By software Mathematica we obtain that 5(Cs(Ps)) =
—4.11494 < B(Cy4(Pz)) = —4. Suppose that the result holds for k& when
kE <n+m. Let k =n+m, by (3) of Theorem 2.1, we have that

MCn(Pm)) = 2(h(Cr1(Pm)) + W(Cp—2(P)))-

By the induction hypothesis, we get 8(Cp_1(Pp)) < B(Cp—2(Pp)). From
Lemma 2.10, it follows that 3(Cp(P)) < ﬁ( —1(Pn)).

(4) From (3) of the theorem and (1) of Lemma 2.12, we have that
B(Cr—1(P2)) < B(Cua(P2)) = B(Q1,1) = —4 for n > 6, which illustrates that
the result holds. O

We conclude this section by establishing some results concerning the
divisibility of adjoint polynomials, which are helpful in the study of the
chromaticity of graphs.

Lemma 2.13 ([24]).

(1) Let {g,(x)} be a polynomial sequence with integer coefficients and
9,(x) = (g, (x) +9,.,(x)). Then

9.(x) = h(Pr)g, () + xh(P,_,)g, ., (z).

(2) Form > 2 andn > 6, h(Py)|h(Ch_1(P2)) if and only if m = 2 and
n =3k + 2, where k > 1.
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Theorem 2.4. Forn > 5, h?(P2) { h(Cp_1(P2)).

Proof. For n > 7, according to (3) of Theorem 2.1, we arrive at

h(Cr—1(P2)) = 2(A(Cr—2(P2) + h(Cp—3(F2))). (2.3)
Let g, (z) = h(Cp—1(P:)) which implies, from (2.3), that
gn (@) = (gn-1(2) + gn—2(x)). (24)

Noting (2) of Lemma 2.13, we obtain that h(P,,)|gn(x) if and only if m = 2
and n = 3k + 2, where k > 1. Suppose that h%(Py)|h(C,_1(P)), that is,
h2(P3)|gn (). Tt follows, from (2.4) and (1) of Lemma 2.13, that
gn(x) = h(P2)9n72(x) + $29n73<x)
= 1*(P2)gn-a(@) + 22" h(P2)gn—s5(z) + 2" gn—o(2)
= hQ(PQ)(gn—4(x) + 2$29n—7($)) + 3$4h(P2)gn—8(53) =+ 1769n—9(53)
h?(P)(gn-a(x) + 207 gn—7(2) + 32" gn—10(2))
+42°h(P2)gn-11(z) + 28, —12(2)

k—2
= 1(P2)> gn-ss-1(x) + (k= D)2 " h(P2) gy i1-30-1) ()
s=1

2k

+27 2 g, a1y (@),

which, together with the assumption and n = 3k + 2, results in
W2 (Po)|((k — 1)a?*~*h(P2)gs(x) + 2** 2 gs(@)). (2.5)
By Lemma 2.1 and calculation, we arrive at
95(2) = h(Cy(Py)) = 2® + 5a* + 4a?,
g6(z) = h(C5(Py)) = 25 + 62° + 82* + 23.
Combining (2.5) and (2.6), we have, from h(P) = 2 + x, that
(2% + 2)|((k — D)a®**2 4+ (6k — 5)z? ! + (8k — 4)2?F + (k — 1)2?F 1)

By direct calculation, it follows that k = —% which is in contradiction
with k>1. O

3 The chromaticity of C,(F,,)

By means of the algebraic properties of adjoint polynomials in Section 2,
we now investigate the chromaticity of the complement of C,,(Fy,).

Theorem 3.1. Let G = |J,_, Gi be a graph such that G 9 n—1(P2),
where G; are the components of G. Then G contains at most one component
isomorphic to Ps.
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Proof. By h(G) = h(Cp_1(P2)) and (2) of Lemma 2.13, we obtain that
h(Pp)|h(G) iff m = 2. So the other paths P, (k # 2) are not components
of G. Or else, h(Py)|h(G), that is, h(Py)|h(Cy—1(P)) which contradicts
to (2) of Lemma 2.13, where k& # 2. It follows, from h(P4)th(G) and
hK3|JK1) = h(Py), that G also contains no K3 as its component. In
view of Theorem 2.4, we arrive at h%(P)th(G), which implies, from (1) of
Lemma 2.5, that GG contains at most one component P. [

Theorem 3.2. Forn > 5, Cp,_1(P) is adjointly unique if and only if
n#5,7.

Proof. The necessity of the theorem is proved by (4) of Theorem 2.1. Now
we show the sufficiency of the theorem. Let H be any graph such that
h(H) = h(Cp—1(P2)) and H = Uilei, where H; are the components of
H. From R;(K3) = 1 and Theorem 3.1 we know that H contains no K3
as its component. Let s, denote the number of the component H; with
R(H;) = —i. By Theorem 3.1 we obtain that

0<s_, <1, (3.1)

which leads to —2 < Rj(H;) < 1 for 1 < ¢ < [. In terms of (3) of
Lemma 2.5 and (1) of Lemma 2.9, we have that R;(C,,—1(FP2)) = —1 and
Ry(Cr—1(P2)) = 3, which, together with Lemma 2.4 and Theorem 2.2,
leads to Ry (H) = Z?:_l s, =—1, Ro(H) =2 and p(H) = ¢(H) implying
that

s, =5 +2s,—1

> (q(H;) — p(H;)) =s_,. (3.2)

—2<R;(H;)<0

According to Lemma 2.6, we have the following inequalities:

>, (q(Hi) —p(Hy)) <s,

Rl(Hi):fl
(3.3)
>, (q(Hi) = p(Hy)) <s,.
Rl(Hi):—Z
In view of (3.2) and (3.3), it is not difficult to obtain that

s, —1< > (q(Hi) —p(Hi)) <s,

fal) = (3.4)
25, —1< > (q(H;) —p(H;)) <2s,

Rl(Hi,):—Z

We distinguish the following two cases by (3.1):

Case 1. s_, =0.

It follows, from (3.1) and (3.2), that s, =1,s, =0 and
OSq(Hl) —p(Hl) < 1 with Rl(Hl) =—1.
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Subcase 1.1. ¢(Hy) = p(Hy) + 1.
By (3) of Lemma 2.5, we arrive at

Hy € {F,, K |t>6}. (3.5)
Without loss of generality, let
H =
HiUrKiU(Uie 4, COUEDAU(U e g, D) UmT1 1 iUUrer T 005), (3:6)
where Ay = {i|i>4}, By = {j|j>5} and r, f,m>0. From (3.6) it follows
that ¢(H) = p(H) —r —m — |T| + 1, which, together with ¢(H) = p(H),
leads to

r+m+|T|=1and 0 <m < 1. (3.7)
It follows, from (3.6), Lemma 2.4 and Lemma 2.8, that
RQ(H) :32R2(H1)+|Bl|—m. (38)

In view of (3.5), the following subcases are discussed.
Subcase 1.1.1. H{=F;.

If t = 6, we have, by (3) of Lemma 2.9, that Ro(H;) = Ra(Fs) = 5. Tt
follows from (3.7) and (3.8) that |B;| < —1, which is a contradiction.

If t > 7, then Ro(H)) = Ro(F;) = 4. By (3.8) we get that Re(H) = 3
iff |By] = 0 and m = 1, which results in »r = |[T| = 0. Thus H =
FiU(Usea, Ci)UEDLUT(1,1,1). In view of Lemma 2.12 and (4) of The-
orem 2.2, we arrive at 8(F;) = S(H) = B(Cp—1(P2)) which, together with
(3) of Lemma 2.11, leads to (t,n) € {(9,9),(11,7),(6,17)} that contradicts
to [V(H)[ = [V (Cn-1(P2))|-

Subcase 1.1.2. H=K, .

From (3.8) and Ro(K, ) = 3, we have Ro(H) = 3 if and only if | B;| = m.
We distinguish the following subcases by (3.7):

Subcase 1.1.2.1. m = |By| = 1.

By (3.7) again we obtain that r = |T] = 0.

So H = Ky U(Uica, C)UD;UkDs.

If 4<j<8, we have, from Lemma 2.12, that S(H) = S(K;) = —4 >
B(Cpr—_1(P2)), which contradicts to S8(H) = B(Cr—1(P2)).

If j>9, we obtain, by Lemma 2.12, that S5(H) = S(D;). From (2) of
Theorem 2.3, it follows that 5(D;) > S(C,—1(P2)) which also contradicts
to B(H) = B(Cn-1(F2)).

Subcase 1.1.2.2. m = |By| =0.

According to (3.7), we arrive at r = 1,|7| =0or r=0,|7| = 1.

Ifr=1,|T] =0, then H = K; U(U;ea, Ci)UEDsUK1. So we have,
from Lemma 2.12, that S(H) = 8(K; )>8(C),—1(P2)) which contradicts to
B(H) = B(Crp-1(F2)).
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Ifr=0,|T| =1, then H = Ky J(U;ca,Ci)UkDsUTi, 1,15 Recalling
that RQ(H) =3 = R2(K4_) + ZiéAl RQ(Cl) + fRQ(D4) + RQ(Tll,lg,lg)a we
obtain, from (1) of Lemmas 2.8 and 2.9, that Ry (T}, 1,.,) = 0 which implies
that I; =l =1 and I3 > 2. Note that from Lemma 2.12, it follows §(H) =
B(Ky ) =—4> B(Cp_1(P2)) that contradicts to S(H) = B(Cp—_1(P2)).
Subcase 1.2. ¢(Hy) = p(H;).

By Lemma 2.5, we arrive at H1 € {Bm, m, m,> Cm, (Pm,), Qm, m,}- In
terms of (3.6) and p(H) = q(H), it is not difficult to show that r+m-+|T| =
0, that is, » = m = |T| = 0, which results in

1 = HUWU,cs,CIUWU e, D, UKD, )
RQ(H) = 3 = RQ(Hl) + ‘B1|
Subcase 1.2.1. H1=C),, (Pm2).

According to Lemma 2.8 and 2.9, we have that Ro(H) = 3 if and only
if Ry(Cin, (Pm,)) = 3, which leads to m, >4, m, = 2 and |B;| = 0. Hence
H = Cp (P2)U(U;ea,Ci)UkDy, which results in B(H) = B(Cy,, (P2)) by
Lemma 2.12. Note that 3(Cy,, (P2)) = B(H) = B(Cy-1(12)) and (3) of
Theorem 2.3, it follows that m, = n — 1. By p(H) = ¢(H) we arrive at
|A1| =k =0. Thus chnfl(Pg).

Subcase 1.2.2. H\=B m,,m,-

In the light of (3) of Lemma 2.8 and (1) of Lemma 2.9, it follows, from
(3.9), that Ra(H) = 3 if and only if Ra(By, m,m,) = 3, which leads to
m,>2,m, = my =1 and |B1| = 0. Hence H = By, 1,1U(U;c4,Ci)UkDy
that implies, from Lemma 2.12, that S(H) = B(By,, 11). Note that
B(Bm, 11) = B(H) = B(Cn-1(12)) and by (1) of Lemma 2.11, it follows
that (m,,n) € {(2,7),(5,6)}. According to the condition of the theo-
rem that n # 7, we arrive at m, = 5 and n = 6 which contradicts to
V)| = V(Co 1 ()]

Subcase 1.2.3. Hi=Qn m,-

In view of (1) of Lemma 2.9 and (3.9), we have that Ro(H) = 3 iff
Ro(Qm, ,m,) = 3, which results in m, = m, = 1 and |B;| = 0. So
H = Q11U(Uje 4, Ci)UkDy which implies, from Lemma 2.12, that 8(H) =
B(Q1,1). Recalling that 8(Q1,1) = B(H) = B(Cr—1(P2)), we obtain, by (4)
of Theorem 2.3, that n = 5 which contradicts to the assumption of the
theorem that n # 5.

Case 2. s_, = 1.

We obtain, by (3.2), that s, =0,s, =1 ors, =2,s, =0. From The-
orem 3.1 and s_, = 1, we know that H only contains one path P; as its
component.

1

Subcase 2.1. s, =0 and s, = 1.
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It follows, from (3.4), that 1<q(H;) — p(H1)<2 with Ry(H;) = —2.
Without loss of generality, let

H—
PUHUrKiU(U;ea, C)UEDAUWU, e g, D,)UnT1 1 iUUrerTh o 05)-

It follows, from Lemma 2.8, that
RQ(H)ZRQ(PQ) + RQ(Hl) + |B1| —m = RQ(Hl) + |B1| —m — 1. (310)
We distinguish the following subcases:

Subcase 2.1.1. ¢(Hy) = p(H;) + 2.

In this subcase, we have, from (4) of Lemma 2.5, that H1 =K. Similarly,
we have r + m + |T] = 1 and 0<m<1. From (3.10), Lemmas 2.8 and 2.9,
it follows that |B;| < —2 which is a contradiction.

Subcase 2.1.2. ¢(H;) = p(Hy) + 1.

We have, by (4) of Lemma 2.5, that H; € 4. Similarly, we ob-
tain r +m + |T| = 0, that is, r = m = |T| = 0 which leads to H =
Pg UH1 U(UieAlci) U/{iD4 U(UjeBle)' From Lemma 2.9 and (310)7 it
leads to Ry(H1)>T7 and |B;|< — 2 which is impossible.

Subcase 2.2. 5, =2 and s, = 0.

In view of (3.4), we arrive at 1< 3", [q(H;) — p(H;)]<2 with
Ry (H;) = —1. Without loss of generality, let
H =

P2U(_L:2JlHi)U7“K1U( U CHUEDsU( U Dy)UmT1 1) U(UrerTh iz s)s

1€A, jE€B;

From Lemmas 2.8 and 2.9, we have that
2 2
i=1 i=1

We distinguish the following two subcases:
Subcase 2.2.1. Z?zl[q(Hi) —p(H;)]<2.

By (3) of Lemma 2.5 we obtain that H;e{F,,, K; |/m>6} for i = 1,2.
From Lemma 2.9 and the expression of H, we know that Ro(H7)+Ra(Hz) > 6,
r+m+|T|=1and 0<m <1, which results in |B;| < —1 by (3.11).
Subcase 2.2.2. Y°7°_ [¢(H;) — p(H:)] < 1.

Without loss of generality, we have, by Lemma 2.5, that
Hye{F,,,K; Im>6} and Hoe{C,(P;s), By s, Qrs}. In view of Lemma 2.9
and the expression of H, we arrive at Ra(Hy) + Ra(Hz2) >6 and r = m =
|7 =0. From (3.11) we get |B1| < — 2, which is a contradiction. O

From (2) of Theorem 1.1, the following corollary is obtained.
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Corollary 3.1. For n > 5, C,,_1(P,) is x-unique if and only if n # 5, 7.

Theorem 3.3.Let G = {Cp,(Py)|n > 4,m > 3,m # n — 1} J{Cu(Ps)},

then any graph in G is not x-unique.

Proof. By (2) and (4) of Theorem 2.1, we know that any graph in G is not
adjointly unique which implies, from (2) of Theorem 1.1, that it is also not
x-unique. [

Theorem 3.4. For n > 4 and m > 2, almost every C,,(P,,) is not adjointly
unique.

Proof. We, first of all, calculate the number of C,,(P,,) for the fixed order
p = |[V(Cp(Pn)| = n+ m — 1. By the condition of the theorem, it is
not difficult to obtain that n € [4,p — 1] and m € [2,p — 3]. Thus we have
(p—4)? possibilities to choose the pair (n,m) in the above ranges, that is, the
number of graphs C,,(P,,) whose orders do not exceed p is f(p) = (p— 4)%.
From Theorem 3.3, we know that there are only two graphs Cy(P») and
Cs(P2) being not adjointly unique. The number of graphs whose orders do
not exceed p in G of Theorem 3.3 is

21
|g| :p27 7p+C7
2
where the constant ¢ = 27 if p is even and ¢ = 52—3 if p is odd. Obviously,
among all graphs C,,(P,,), the total number of graphs that are not adjointly
unique is at least

21
9(p) =p* = Sptc+2

Thus, the proportion of them at least equals

2 21 _ 21 c+2
—Zpte4+2 1 + =
lim —g(p) = lim P =hprers = lim 721; 1’; =1
p—00 f(p) pP—00 (p — 4)2 p—oo | — > + >

implying that almost every C,,(P,,) is not adjointly unique. O

Now, Our main result in this paper follows from the above theorem.

Theorem 3.5. Forn > 4 and m > 2, almost every C,(P,,) is not x-
unique.

B. Bollobds and O. Riordan [1] (or see [20]) conjectured that for the
family of all graphs with fixed vertices, almost every graph in the family
is x-unique, that is, almost every complement of a graph in the family is
adjointly unique by Theorem 1.1. Another interesting result in contrast
with Theorem 3.5 is that almost every Ky-homemorph is chromatically
unique proved by Li [16]. On the basis of these two results, we know that
to prove their conjecture may be even more difficult.
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4 Further Discussion

From the above results, we see that if we are searching for the chromatic
uniqueness of Cy, (P,,,) we should consider the graph C,,(P,_1), where n > 4.
However, we will need to investigate more complex algebraic properties of
this family of graphs. The following conjecture is put forward.

Conjecture. Forn >4, C,,(P,_1) is chromatically unique iff n # 4.
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